Changing trends in breast fine-needle aspiration: results of the Papanicolaou Society of Cytopathology Survey.
Following the NCI-sponsored consensus conference on fine-needle aspiration of the breast, the Criteria and Nomenclature Task Force of the Papanicolaou Society of Cytopathology undertook a survey to assess the status of these issues and recommendations among practicing cytopathologists. The survey was designed to assess the impact of the changing trends in the diagnosis of breast lesions on cytopathology laboratories. It also intended to assess the impact of the recommendations of the consensus conference concerning the inclusion of a statement in breast FNA reports recommending the use of the triple test, the use of the proposed diagnostic terminology, and to evaluate criteria for specimen adequacy in breast FNAs used in different institutions. The results of this survey indicate the impact of an increasing use of core biopsies on the number of breast FNAs performed over the last several years. The recently recommended diagnostic terminology for breast FNA has quickly gained wide acceptance, as has the fundamental concept of the triple test. The issue of specimen adequacy, however, remains controversial, with some laboratories utilizing quantitative criteria, while the majority do not. Diagn. Cytopathol. 2000;22:126-130.